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Immigration & Documents



1. SEVIS- Student and Exchange Visitor 
Information System. An online database that 
allows USCIS and the Department of Homeland 
Security (DHS) to assist all international students.

 
2. USCIS-United States Citizenship and 

Immigration Services. Approves VISA status and 
changes, OPT, and Economic Hardship.

SEVIS and USCIS



Passport

Maintain a valid 
passport at all times 
while in the U.S. 



I-20

Issued to allow you to 
get a visa 
appointment.
Shows your start date 

(Red)
 Shows your major 

(Blue)

Your Name Here



Visa

A visa is a permit to enter the 
United States.

You must make sure that your 
visa is valid for your entry or 
re-entry.



Be enrolled full-time every semester. 

1. Undergraduate Students-
1. 12 minimum credit hours each semester
2. 9 hours must be on campus
3. Maintain a 2.0 GPA

2.   Graduate Students- 
  1.   Nine (9) minimum credit hours each semester
  2.   6 hours must be on campus
  3.   Maintain a 3.0 GPA

     

Maintaining Legal Status 1



• Remember, you are responsible for maintaining your immigration 
status.

•  You must enroll every semester.

• You must maintain full-time enrollment of at least 12 credit hours
      throughout the semester. (9 Graduate)

• Check travel documents often and keep valid.  Immigration 
     regulations are serious but don’t panic.

Maintaining Status



The Visa Interview
The visa interview finishes in about 4 minutes. The visa officer 

must make a decision in a short time. 

• Show you have a command of English

• Know about your academic program
• Where will you study
• What will you study
• Why do you need to study in the U.S.

• Have your financial documents in order



The Visa Interview  cont.
• Make sure that you show the visa officer that you will
       return to your home country and use your education. 

• Be proactive- It is your responsibility to show you deserve to 
get the visa. 

• Help the visa officer- make the decision an easy one by
    telling the visa officer what he/she needs to know

• Honesty is always best. Trust is related to authenticity



The Visa Interview cont.
• Be clear you do not plan to immigrate to the U.S.

• If you do not understand, ask to have the question repeated

• Be natural. No need to buy a new suit. Dress for your role.  If 
you are a student, dress as a student, presentable, and 
comfortable

• The visa record is for life

• Do not get in trouble!!!



We look forward 
to seeing you on 

campus
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