
OPT applications are the responsibility of the student: the Office of International Affairs provides OPT application information as a courtesy to students. However, students are responsible for their own OPT applications.

Students may not start working until they receive the Employment Authorization Document (EAD) from the Department of Homeland Security.  While OPT is pending, he/she is in legal F1 status. Applicants should expect to wait 3-5 months for a decision from USCIS on the OPT application.


Overview:  
Optional Practical Training is defined as “temporary employment for practical training” directly related to the student’s major area of study.   
· Students can use it during or after their studies.  
· There are 12 months of OPT given for each degree level (i.e. bachelors, masters, doctorate).  
· Work experience can be paid or unpaid, but must be related to the field of study.
· Students accepting unpaid OPT employment should obtain documentation from the employer stating that the student is not serving in a role that would normally be filled by a paid employee.

Eligibility:  
· To be eligible a student must have been enrolled in classes for at least one academic year (two regular semesters). 
· Students with 365 days or more of full-time Curricular Practical Training lose eligibility for OPT.

Pre-Completion OPT: 
· Approval must begin and end prior to the completion of the degree.  
· It is limited to part-time (20 hours or less) while school is in session or full-time (over 20 hours) when school is not in session.  

Post-Completion: 
· Full-time authorization must begin after completing all coursework requirements for the degree. 

Limited Unemployment: 
· F-1 status is dependent upon employment; therefore, students may not accrue a combined total of more than 90 days of unemployment during the 12 months of post-completion authorization. This means that, during the OPT period, you are limited to no more than 90 calendar days that do not fall within a period of employment with an employer listed on your SEVIS record. 
· Days of unemployment will be counted from either the start date requested or the date the USCIS adjudicates the employment authorization, whichever is later.  If the 90-day unemployment were exceeded, students would be out of status and would need to leave the US since they would have no legal grounds for remaining in the United States.

Study not allowed: 
· Only part-time, recreational study is allowed during post-completion OPT periods. Students engaging in post-completion OPT should not enroll in courses that count toward completion of a degree program or educational objective.



Note: 
· The 12-month period may be divided between pre-completion and post-completion; however, separate filings and separate fee payments are required. 
 
USCIS customer service: USCIS provides an online customer service system that allows applicants to check on their application status. Students can also reach USCIS by phone. https://www.uscis.gov/


